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Things that break clean in half
 after Catie Rosemurgy’s “Things that didn’t work”
Anne Livingston
Sidewalks. Butternut squash. The
distance inside of a first kiss. Pecans.
Ancient kindergarten fractions. Spanish
words in perfect syllables. Desa—
fortunadamente. The way sonreir rips
into pure reir. Candy bars, if you ignore
the chocolate shards KitKats leave to
later melt and smear. A smile. A split
lip. The lie you knew wasn’t true before
his mouth moved to spread it. Long legs. 
Reverence for what is still alive but near 
dead. Seconds. Sliding glass doors. Master
bathroom mirrors. Eye contact after too
much time has passed. Headlights, deer.
